
 
 

Corona Work Life Survey Highlight, June 28, 2020 
Employees highly privileged since the outbreak of the corona crisis 
 
In terms of job security, employees appear to be highly privileged since the outbreak of the 
corona crisis. This picture emerges from a worldwide comparison of reported job loss, when 
comparing those in employment and all other working people. A typical example are the 
US-figures: here 7% of respondents who enjoyed the employee status before the crisis report 
that they have lost their job recently, against 21% of all other workers (not employees). 
Combined, these result in job loss reported by (almost) 1 in 3 respondents. Similar, but less 
dramatic figures, come from the more developed economies in Europe. Here the reported job 
loss amongst employees is smaller than in the US, as is the overall job loss reported by 
respondents: on average in the range of 20%, i.e. 1 in 5 respondents report job loss since the 
beginning of the corona crisis, while employees are better off by far. 
 
A second striking feature is the huge difference between the developed and less developed 
economies of the world. Throughout Central and South America for instance, job loss is 
reported - on average - by 1 in 2 respondents. The great majority of these are found in the 
informal economy, i.e. they did not have a fixed job before the crisis either. The lucky few are 
employees, here too, yet less so than in North America and Europe. Similar high figures of job 
loss (1 in 2 working people say they have lost their job) are reported from many African and 
Asian countries, though variations between countries are huge. And everywhere employees 
suffer the least of all working people from the corona lock down. 
 
This picture emerges from the Working and Living in Corona-times Survey, online since March 
23, in which 24,000 respondents from 70 countries participated during the first 3 months, till 
June 26.  
.  
 
Quote of the day, ​Mental health or abuse counsellor​, female, 71, USA 
Often, I feel like I'm living in a Twilight Zone episode-very disconnected from reality. 

I don't like not being in control of my life although I recognize the importance of isolating. 

Even more frustrated by the political situation here-having a totally incompetent, immoral president is 

bad enough usually but in a crisis like this , it is so dangerous-his words/actions will literally kill people! 
 
What will the new work/life ‘normal’ become? 
 
The Work Life Survey in Corona Times shows the impact people from across the globe expect the corona crisis will 
have on their working life. Regularly special issues like countries, continents, occupations, happiness, fear, small 
hous or having a dog  are highlighted on these pages. 
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Its global outreach allows WageIndicator to present findings for many countries. Daily updated national survey 
results may be consulted here: 
h​ttps://wageindicator.org/salary/living-and-working-in-times-of-the-coronavirus/work-life-in-corona-times-graphs 
 
 
It is the intention to continue the survey for a long time, well into the aftermath of the present crisis. What will the 
new work/life ‘normal’ become?  
 
More about the project 
https://wageindicator.org/Wageindicatorfoundation/projects/living-and-working-in-coronavirus-times 
More about the team 
https://wageindicator.org/Wageindicatorfoundation/Partnersworldwide/internationalteam 
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Coronavirus	cases	and	expected	wage	decrease
World	map	showing	the	percentage	of	people	who	expect	to	receive	less	income	in	one	month	time	because	of
Coronavirus

Click	on	a	country	to	see	more	information	on	COVID-19	cases	and	deaths	and	on	the	effect	on	Coronavirus	on	work.
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Information	on	Respondents

Fill	out	the	Survey	on	Living	and	Working	in	Coronavirus	Times

The	charts	above	show	average	data	for	all	the	countries.	Once	a	country	is	selected,	then	data	from	that	country	are	shown.

22	Mar 29	Mar 5	Apr 12	Apr 19	Apr 26	Apr 3	May 10	May 17	May 24	May 31	May 7	Jun 14	Jun 21	Jun
Week	of	Created	[2020]

0%

20%

40%

Re
sp
on
de
nt
s	
w
ho
	e
xp
ec
t	a

	w
ag
e

re
du
ct
io
n	
in
	th

e	
ne
xt
	m

on
th
	(%

)

0.0%

2.0%

4.0%

6.0%

Re
sp
on
de
nt
s	
w
ho
	e
xp
ec
t	t
o	
lo
os
e

th
ei
r	j
ob
	in
	th

e	
ne
xt
	m

on
th
	(%

)

Wage	reduction	expectation
Job	loss	expectation

Wage	reduction	and	job	loss	expectation	over	time

0% 100%

Percentage	of	interviewed	p..

Day
23	March	2020	to	27	Jun..



©	2020	Mapbox	©	OpenStreetMap

Coronavirus	cases	and	expected	wage	decrease
World	map	showing	the	percentage	of	people	who	expect	to	receive	less	income	in	one	month	time	because	of
Coronavirus

Click	on	a	country	to	see	more	information	on	COVID-19	cases	and	deaths	and	on	the	effect	on	Coronavirus	on	work.
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Information	on	Respondents

Fill	out	the	Survey	on	Living	and	Working	in	Coronavirus	Times

The	charts	above	show	average	data	for	all	the	countries.	Once	a	country	is	selected,	then	data	from	that	country	are	shown.
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Number	of	respondents	per	employment	status
Grand	Total Employee Casual	worker Paid	family

worker

Self-employed
without

employees,
freelancer

Self-employed
with	employees Other
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NigeriaSenegalSouth	AfricaTogo
TunisiaUgandaZambiaZimbabwe

Asia Azerbaijan
CambodiaIndiaIndonesiaIraq
JapanJordanKazakhstanLebanonMalaysia
MyanmarPakistanQatarRussian	Federation
Saudi	ArabiaSri	LankaTurkeyUnited	Arab	EmiratesViet	Nam

Europe AustriaBelarusBelgiumBosnia	and	Herzegovina
CzechiaFranceGermanyHungaryIreland
ItalyMaltaNetherlandsPortugal
SlovakiaSpainSwitzerlandThe	United	Kingdom
Ukraine
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America
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Back	to	the	MapGo	to	the	Frequently	Asked	Questions	on	this	Survey
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