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	Vip Pay Check 
WageIndicator.org – Sandra Blok – Irene van Beveren

Final,

Workshop 4 – June 22 – 4.30 pm – 5.30 pm


1. Celebrities on Wage Indicator

It is our job to make content which interests all working people. Obviously Wage Indicators are about wages, occupations and labor market opportunities. The questionnaire and salary checks are the core of the web site. Salary checks generate huge traffic. Completed questionnaires are needed to create more and more salary checks. The combination of these two applications works, because money matters to working people. It is not an abstract market matter, but a very real personal thing. Well being depends on it, happiness. Next to their own well being, people all over the world are interested in the ‘happy few’. Are VIP’s the exclusive domain of H/Bollywood, the Fortune 500, Forbes and tabloid gossip? Not any more, not since last May that is. Because that’s when the VIP pay checker came in.

2. Instant success

It all started with the idea of a picture of Guus Hiddink on the home page of the Korean WageIndicator. The idolized coach of the national soccer team in the previous World Cup series would draw immediate attention. So we started to gather wages of all celebrities we could think of at the time and constructed a VIP pay checker. On May 9 we put it on Loonwijzer.nl. Until then it had an average 7,000 – 8,000 visitors a day. May 11 MSN spotted our VIP pay check and made a hyperlink. That day 32,103 people visited Loonwijzer.nl. Two days later the image of the pope was posted on the homepage of MSN, hyperlinked again. That created a big bang: 66,321 visitors in one day! And guess what? The pope does not get paid at all!

3. Does the VIP pay checker lead to more questionnaires?

At the same time we noticed that, while the number of visitors boomed, the number of questionnaires completed was not. Therefore a week later, we added a line underneath each VIP, a hyperlink directly to the questionnaire: your salary is just as interesting; tell us about your salary and win a prize. We could not possibly loose this self-created window of opportunity, now could we? 

4. How NOT to make a VIP pay checker

Making a VIP pay checker was not the easiest thing we'd ever done. How to dig up all those salaries? How to find photographs of al these VIP's? And how about copyrights? Just as we started digging, a Dutch tabloid copied and published the portrait a national celebrity had posted on www.flickr.com. And now the celebrity sued the tabloid! The editor insisted the picture was free since it was posted in the public and not the private section of the site. The judge however ruled that posting a picture in the public section of a site does not mean that it is therefore free from copyrights. Had the editor read carefully he would have known that the celebrity intended to be looked at, but did not allow anyone to modify, copy and publish his picture in other media. So, the tabloid was condemned to a huge fine. That is a hole not to put your foot in.

5. How to create a VIP pay checker

There are some great web sites with all the information you might be looking for:

www.google.com: the main page to find what you are looking for. Be creative in using a variety search terms.
www.forbes.com: in their section “lists” you’ll find the world’s richest listed, the 400 richest Americans, 100 top celebrities and more.
www.wikipedia.org: Wikipedia is an encyclopedia written collaboratively by many of its readers. It uses a special type of website, called a wiki, that makes collaboration easy. Anyone can edit almost any page. People from all over the world are contributing voluntarily to this very successful and informative portal which is available in many languages. This website also contains pictures for free use in the Wiki media section. 
http://commons.wikimedia.org: a media repository that is created and maintained by volunteers. It provides licensed photographs, diagrams, animations, music, spoken text and video clips. You are allowed to copy, use and modify any files freely as long as the source and the authors are credited and as long you release your copies/improvements under the same freedom to others.
www.flickr.com: at this site a huge community of photographers (professional and non-professional) is active. Anyone can store their pictures here, private and/or public. Many pictures do have copyrights. But plenty are free for use. In the section Creative Commons you can read all about copyright. There are different ways photographs can be copyrighted. Sometimes it is not allowed to modify pictures, sometimes it is. Sometimes you may only use a picture for non–commercial work, sometimes you have to ask permission, sometimes not. 
5.1.        Strict rules

1. Always make sure to check on copyright! In case of doubt do NOT use the picture and do NOT copy – paste text! 
2. If you have found what you are looking for: make sure you mention the source and add a hyperlink to the original text and picture! At Wageindicator.org you find the format we created for you: if visitors want to read more about salaries of VIP’s they will see a page where all sources are mentioned and hyperlinked.

6.    Your own VIP pay checker

Now that the World Cup has started, a soccer VIP Pay check is on line. The initiative came from our friends in Argentina; we adopted the idea and made one for every Wage Indicator. You have our permission to copy – paste it from www.wageindicator.org. Meanwhile India has made its own Indian VIP pay check with national celebrities from their country – but it’s more like cricket over there. 

7.    The format of the VIP pay checker
We highly recommend that you adopt the format created for a VIP pay checker. By doing so you cover all copyright issues. Next to that, it is a plain and simple format which gives you all the ingredients to make your VIP pay checker attractive.  Note that all pictures are 75 x 100 pixels.

8.    Currency
The VIP pay checker pops up answers in euro and dollar. If you need to convert it to your national currency, use this free link: http://www.xe.com/
9. Reliable

How reliable are our data? Lets discuss it at the workshop. Lets see how we can improve reliability more and more.

10. Updates when and how

We try to server and up data every 2 month. The update will be done at WageIndicator.org. And we will send you an email about the update.
 
