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Brief history of the Minimum Wage pages
• 2006

• India’s WageIndicator team received minimum wage requests from web visitors
• India has some 13,000 MW rates for jobs, employment schedules, and states 
Wage Boards are great decision makers, but not in communicating decisions
 huge demand from the public for this information

• the team published an increasing number of MW rates on paycheck.in

• 2007-2012
• other WageIndicator teams also received requests from the public
• and published MW rates on their websites
• start of systematic collection of MW rates in websites of approx. 80 countries



MW_APP - database with 20,000+ MW rates
• Since 2018

• Development of MW_APP, a database including 20,000+ rates of 206 countries
• In MW_APP the rates are updated as soon as Governments update the rates
• A script generates web pages from this database, so that the MW webpages are 

updated as soon as MW_APP is updated
• MW news is communicated

• Who is involved
• Iftikhar Ahmad’s team in Pakistan maintains the database, Kea Tijdens is back-up
• The team races the updates from their worldwide database of MW related URLs
• And receives messages of WageIndicator team members or from web visitors 

regarding updated rates



Related databases
• Monthly datadump since 2018

• The rates in MW_APP are replaced with new rates with every update
• To save the ‘old’ rates, each month the data of all rates valid in that month 

is stored in a monthly datadump

• Historic database – under construction
• All valid MW rates from 2014 onwards, on a monthly basis
• Currently available for approx. 100 countries

• MW rates are used for the Living Wages
• All Living Wages are compared to the relevant Minimum Wages



MW RATES – search by country

•



MW RATES – example Angola – Span.+Engl.



MW REGULATIONS – search by country

•



MW REGULATIONS – example Brazil - Engl.

•



MW NEWS about updated rates



MW NEWS – example Honduras

•



MW visuals – MW updates 



How complex are MW rates by country?
• Do most of 206 countries have 1 MW rate?

• 77 (37%) countries have 1 MW rate only
• 55 have 2-10 different rates
• 3 countries have even 1,000+ rates: Ecuador, Pakistan, India (13508 rates)
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What are MW levels across countries?
• 168 countries and their lowest MW rate in standardised US Dollar

• 73 countries have a MW rate of less than 2 USD per hour, 2021
• 42 have so for 2 – 4 USD per hour
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Thank you for listening

• Questions?

See https://wageindicator.org/salary/minimum-wage

• k.g.tijdens@uva.nl
• iftikharahmad@wageindicator.org
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