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Corona workl/life survey highlights, May 31, 2020
Heavy job losses in Gulf states, North Africa and Central America in May

Though at the margins of the corona-pandemic in terms of casualties and infections,
respondents from states in the Gulf region, North Africa and Central America report heavy job
losses. It seems therefore that the lockdown has much wider and deeper repercussions on the
economy and prospects of recovery than was foreseen at the time of its imposition.

First reports from the Gulf indicate that 1 in 3 (Saudi Arabia) and even 1 in 2 workers (Qatar,
UAE) have lost their job, all in May. From 4 countries in the Maghreb, i.e. Egypt, Tunisia,
Algeria and Morocco, also very high job loss indications are coming in. Indications range from
18 (Tunisia) to 46 (Morocco) percent of respondents, with Egypt and Algeria covering the
middle ground, where 1 in 3 respondents report having lost their job in the last month. A similar
range of reported job losses is emerging from Central America, between 1 in 5 respondents
having lost their job in Nicaragua, up to 1 in 2 Honduran respondents saying so.

In stark contrast, the job loss figures from almost all European countries, including hotbeds of
the pandemic like the UK, Italy, Spain, France and Belgium, remain relatively low and stable.
Thus, in hardly any EU-member state, job loss reports exceed 10%. Only Malta and Ireland
indicate levels up to 15%, i.e. 1 in 7 respondents saying that they lost their job as a result of
corona emergency measures. All other EU-countries remain steady around 7%.

It should be noted that indications are tentative. Up to the end of May 16000 respondents from
70 countries participated in the 24/7 online corona-survey, which was launched on March 23.

Quote of the day, nurse, female, 24, Ghana
It is very tough and I'm bankrupt

What will the new work/life ‘normal’ become?

The Work Life Survey in Corona Times shows the impact people from across the globe expect the corona crisis will
have on their working life. Regularly special issues like countries, continents, occupations, happiness, fear, small
hous or having a dog are highlighted on these pages.

Its global outreach allows Wagelndicator to present findings for many countries. Daily updated national survey
results may be consulted here:

hitps://wageindicator.org/sala

It is the intention to continue the survey for a long time, well into the aftermath of the present crisis. What will the
new work/life ‘normal’ become?
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How is your work affected by the Coronavirus?
(More than one answer per respondent)
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Has your employer implemented protective measures at your
workplace in view of the Coronavirus?
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The percentages above show average data for all the countries. Once a continent/region/country is selected, then data from that continent/region/c..

FEELINGS

How is our mood in Coronavirus times affected by having or not having a kid
(or more) at home?

Continent More than three kids One to three kids No kid

Africa Each dot is a country, the
level of depression goes from
1to 5, where 1 (dark blue) is

Asia . . . not depressed at all and more
than 3 (from gray to dark
orange) means that some

North . . . . . feeﬁgisestljon has been

America '

Fill out the Survey on Living and Working in Coronavirus Times

Copyright: Wagelndicator - 30th May 2020 Information on Respondents



Number of respondents per employment status
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Go to the Frequently Asked Questions on this Survey
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