
Image Placeholder

Living Wages in the 
Gig Economy

Living Wage Info Session
February 7, 2024



2WageIndicator

WAGEINDICATOR’S METHOD
for a Living Tariff

LIVING WAGES

 

- Employees
- Normal working 

hours (monthly 
Living Wage)

- Employers pay 
their part of social 
security for the 
employees

 

LIVING TARIFF

- Self-employed
- Different working 

hours (hourly 
Living Tariff) and 
time for other 
activities

- Workers pay the 
full social security 
costs

- Occupational costs



Screenshot from Living Tariff Tool Kenya:
https://mywage.org/kenya/salary/living-wages/living-tariff-for-platform-workers-in-kenya (accessed on 6/2/2025)

https://mywage.org/kenya/salary/living-wages/living-tariff-for-platform-workers-in-kenya


Note: WageIndicator Living Wage includes cost of living and taxes and social security due by the 
employee 

= Gross Gross Living Wage Per Month (Guidance 2024 or latest quarter)
=

               WageIndicator Living Wage   +   Social Security Due by the Employer

Screenshot from Living Tariff Tool Kenya:
 https://mywage.org/kenya/salary/living-wages/living-tariff-for-platform-workers-in-kenya (accessed on 6/2/2025)

https://mywage.org/kenya/salary/living-wages/living-tariff-for-platform-workers-in-kenya


Note:
• The hourly Living Wage is calculated from the monthly Living Wage as follows:

• Monthly LW / 4.333 weeks in a month / normal working hours in a week (45 for Kenya)
• The yearly Living Wage is calculated from the monthly Living Wage as follows:

• Monthly LW * 12 months in a year.
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Screenshot from Living Tariff Tool Kenya:
 https://mywage.org/kenya/salary/living-wages/living-tariff-for-platform-workers-in-kenya (accessed on 6/2/2025)

Note:
• Taxes and social security costs are recalculated 

throughout the tool (they are % that apply to the 
total)
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THANK YOU
You can access the Living Tariff Tool and find more information here:

Video: https://youtu.be/Gn-pmosAQj8?si=-D8BskH3Xa_kaDkH
Webpage: https://wageindicator.org/salary/living-wage/living-tariff-7

Questions?
paulienosse@wageindicator.org

danielaceccon@wageindicator.org

https://youtu.be/Gn-pmosAQj8?si=-D8BskH3Xa_kaDkH
https://wageindicator.org/salary/living-wage/living-tariff-7
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WAGEINDICATOR’S METHOD
How do we calculate Living Wage estimates?

(and Living Tariff)

FOOD WATER

TRANSPOR
T CLOTHING

HEALTHCA
RE

PHONE & 
INTERNET

HOUSING & 
ENERGY

EMERGENCY
EXPENSES

WAGEINDICATOR CALCULATES 
LIVING WAGES FOR

Living Wage 
estimates on a 
basic basket of 

goods

EDUCATION

TAXES

 

Typical* Families in a 
range

2 earning adults
No. of children is 

determined by national
fertility rate

Lower Bound is seen as the 
global baseline

One works 100% of 
permissible hours, other’s 

hours are based 
on national employment 

rate
*We also calculate for standard  families 

 

Single Income Earner 
for a Family in a 
range

1 earning adult. No. of 
children is determined by 
national fertility rate

Lower Bound is seen as the 
best from a Human Rights 

perspective

WageIndicator is 
recommended by a.o. IDH, 
B-Corp, European 
Sustainability Reporting 
Standards

As of Oct 2024, the cost of child 
care and a private cost are added 
as optional add-on components


